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PRESENT 

Chairman 
Matthew Greaves 
 

Councillors:
Pauline Bamber
Paul Entwistle
 
Maureen Entwistle   


Martin Stewart

Daniel Guise

Barry Probin



County and City Councillors: N/A



Mr D Mills (Parish Clerk)

members of the public as detailed on the attendance log.

1 APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Councillor John Green and City Councillor Sue Whittam. 
2 APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES of the Parish Council Meeting held on 18 March 2024. 
Min 23/24 156 Members approved the minutes. The Chairman signed the Minutes as a true record. 
3 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS / WRITTEN DISPENSATIONS 
There were no declarations of interest.
4 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
Public participation covered 2 issues.
The junction between Woodplumpton Road and Newsham Hall Lane 
Councillor Entwistle set out the Council’s proposals as follows:

1. Send a copy of the report from Red Rose Training, which highlights issues at both the Junction between Woodplumpton Road and Newsham Hall Lane and the junction between Woodplumpton Road and Ambrose Hall Lane to LCC Highways.  This report will be posted on the Woodplumpton Parish Council Website.

2. The installation of vehicles in the middle of the road signs on Newsham Hall Lane and Woodplumpton Road.

3. The installation of SPIDs on Newsham Hall Lane.

4. Press LCC Highways to take action to amend the Junction between Newsham Hall Lane and Woodplumpton Road.  It was noted that LCC Highways had installed a temporary camera at the junction to observe traffic.
These actions were considered appropriate by the public, with the possible addition of speed enforcement on Newsham Hall Lane if the measures above do not serve to reduce the speed on the road.

Improvements to the Orchard Play Area
The proposed improvements to the Orchard Play Area received overwhelming support from residents.  An issue was raised that a portion of the road through the Orchard is not adopted and would further deteriorate from the extra vehicles using the new parking spaces.

The Parish Council agreed to progress the scheme with PCC and to see whether the unadopted road could be addressed as part of the scheme.
5 NEWSHAM HALL / WOODPLUMPTON ROAD JUNCTION AND WHITTLE HILL
The Council resolved to act as follows:

Min 23/24 157 Members resolved to issue the Red Rose Training Report to LCC Highways and post it on the Parish Council Website

Min 23/24 158 Members resolved to install 2 Vehicles in the Middle of the Road Signs on Newsham Hall Lane at a cost of £890.

Members asked that the proposal for 2 Vehicles in the Middle of the Road Signs on Woodplumpton Road is brought to the May Meeting

Min 23/24 159 Members resolved to install 2 SPID Model TT9903s on Newsham Hall Lane at a cost of £7732.80.

Min 23/24 160 Members concluded that as the SPIDs were not visible from any residences that, beyond gaining permission from the farmer regarding the overhand into his property, no further resident consultation was needed.

6 CONSULTATION ORCHARD PLAY AREA.
The results of the consultation are as follows:
Votes in favour of the proposed scheme:    101
Votes against the proposed scheme:           13
There are 3 key outcomes to consider from this consultation, as follows:

1. The residents are overwhelmingly in favour of improvements to the parking and play area in the Orchard.

2. The land to be used and the delivery organisation is Preston City Council, therefore any scheme to be delivered must meet with their approval.
3. Part of the roadway approaching the proposed car parking area is not adopted.

Min 23/24 161 Members resolved that the Scheme should be progressed with PCC, with efforts to address the unadopted road and to make the scheme aesthetically pleasing and the car parking as usable as possible.
7 CATFORTH TRAFFIC CALMING SCHEME
Members noted that the invoice for the Catforth Traffic Calming scheme at £376,204.45, including the TRO costs has now been paid.  Delivery of the scheme will now progress in line with “due process”.
8 SPEED CONTROL AROUND THE PARISH
Members noted the response from LCC Highways that Bartle Lane was subject to an incomplete TRO and that speed monitoring would be carried out once this TRO is concluded.  This likely means that any results of speed monitoring carried out before the TRO is concluded are unlikely to be acted upon.  

Min 23/24 162 Members resolved to put action Min 23/24 146 into abeyance.

Members noted that speed monitoring tubes been placed in a number of places around the parish including the East West Link Road and the centres of Catforth and Woodplumpton. 

Min 23/24 163 Members requested that the Clerk approaches LCC Highways to find the background to the Speed Monitoring programme.

9 LENGTHSMAN
The Woodplumpton Parish Strimmer has reached the end of its useful life.  A new strimmer is required at a cost of £438.99, the new strimmer will be added to the asset register.
Min 23/24 162 Members resolved to purchase a new strimmer at a cost of £438.99.
The council considered the rate of remuneration for the Lengthsman.  It was concluded that a rate of £20 per hour across all workscopes would be required to retain his services.  This would result in an overspend of around £4,000 over the year vs the budget, which would come out of reserves this year. The increased cost will need to be considered as part of the budgeting process for 25/26.
Min 23/24 163 Members resolved to offer the Lengthsman an hourly rate of £20 per hour across all workscopes for 2024/5.
10 FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
Min 23/24 164 The Chairman confirmed the parish account statement has been verified with the End of March Bank statements.
The Year End Bank Balances were:

Current Account    £65,964.22
CCLA Account      £297,742.38
11 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND RECEIPTS 30 April 2024
Min 23/24 165 Members approved the following Payments already paid after the March meeting in accordance with Standing Order 15 (b) xii and pre-approved payments for April.
	DETAILS
	PAYEE
	AMOUNT
	REF

	March payments
	Cleared on the bank statement
	

	Clerk Salary Mar 2024
	£767.20
	BACs
	Ref 120

	HMRC PAYE 
	£563.67
	BACs
	Ref 121

	Employer Nat
	£83.72
	BACs
	Ref 122

	Pension contribution March
	£59.13
	DD
	Ref 123

	Printing Newsletter 
	£211.25
	BACs
	Ref 124

	Viking Invoice (Envelopes and Paper)
	£48.48
	BACs
	Ref 125

	Viking Invoice (Labels)
	£11.34
	BACs
	Ref 126

	Parish Rooms Rental 11 & 18 March 2024
	£100.00
	BACs
	Ref 127

	Electricity Bill related to Christmas Lights
	£45.34
	BACs
	Ref 128

	Newsletter Delivery
	£224.40
	BACs
	Ref 129

	Post Office Newsletter Postage 
	£417.75
	BACs
	Ref 130

	Red Rose Training
	£724.00
	BACs
	Ref 131

	Catforth Scheme Payment
	£376,204.45
	CHAPs
	Ref 132

	CHAPs Fee for Traffic Calming
	£20.00
	CHAPs
	Ref 133

	April payments 
	Already Approved and now paid
	

	Lengthsmans Invoice – 
	£1216
	BACs
	Ref 1

	Lengthsmans expenses
	£128.90
	BACs
	Ref 2

	Purchase of a new strimmer
	£438.99
	BACs
	Ref 3

	Repair To Community Garden Tap
	£235.00
	BACs
	Ref 4

	Catforth Village Hall Brown Bins
	£120.00
	BACs

	Ref 5

	Catforth Village Hall Easter Fair
	£100.00
	BACs
	Ref 6

	Catforth in Bloom Plants
	£300.00
	BACs
	Ref 7

	Clerks Expenses February to April 2024
	£163.22
	BACs
	Ref 8

	Pension contributions clerk April 2024
	£59.13
	DD
	Ref 9


12 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND RECEIPTS

Min 23/24 166 Members Approved the following April Accounts for Payment for payment 
	Clerk Salary April 2024
	£773.54
	BACs
	Ref 10

	HMRC PAYE 
	£557.33
	BACs
	Ref 11

	Employer National Insurance
	£83.72
	BACs
	Ref 12


13 2023/24 END OF FINANCIAL YEAR - INTERNAL AUDIT REQUIREMENTS
Julie Buttle is proceeding to complete the end of year Audit.  As a result of this work there will be a requirement to compensate Julie, at her usual rate, during 2024/5.

Min 23/24 167 Members acknowledged that the that the final salary payments and expenses to the previous Clerk will take place in 2024/5.

14 REPLACEMENT PRINTER FOR THE CLERK
The clerks current printer is an old model, which lacks the capability to scan or print A5 envelopes.  A replacement is needed for the role, which requires a reasonable volume of printing and scanning.

The proposed replacement is a Canon Multifunction Printer i-SENSYS MF752Cdw Laser Colour A4 at a cost of £394.80. The Council is invited to approve this purchase, which will be added to the Assets Register

Min 23/24 168 Members resolved to purchase a new printer for the Clerk at a cost of £394.80.
15 CLERK COMPLETION OF PROBATIONARY PERIOD

The Clerk has now completed his 3 month probationary period.  

Min 23/24 169 Members resolved to make the Clerks contract of employment permanent.

16 UNITY BANK AND THE SIGNING OF MANDATES TO ADD THE NEW CLERK 

The application forms for the opening of the Unity Bank account have now been completed.  The signed documents and proofs of address and identity have been sent off.  It is hoped that the account will be operational before the end of April.

17 NEW ESTATES MAINTENANCE
No update for the meeting.

18 PLANNING APPLICATIONS BEFORE COUNCIL 
Min 23/24 170 Members approved the delegated planning comments. 
19 BINS AND PLANTERS AROUND THE PARISH
Councillor Paul Entwistle presented a plan for the location of Bins around the Parish.  The plan included 20 bins at a cost of £450 each.  The council approved the plan for submission to PCC.  Once PCC have agreed a final number of bins and locations, that will be returned to the Parish Council for approval of the spend.  This is then a straightforward installation as the Parish Council will pay PCC and they will then undertake the installation and subsequent emptying.

Councillor Paul Entwistle presented a plan for the location of Planters around the Parish. Planters cost up to £1000 each including soil and plants, depending upon the size.  Approval is needed from PCC or LCC depending upon the location and approval will be for a very precise location and size, possibly also colour/appearance.  This is likely to take some time.  The Parish Council approved the submission of the proposed plan to PCC/LCC Highways.  As and when locations and sizes are approved those details will be brought back to the Council to approve the spend, or a delegation to a sub-group will be considered at a future meeting.  The installation is more complex than for the bins as the Council is responsible for undertaking the work to both position the planters, fill with soil and plants, as well as ongoing maintenance. 

Councillor Paul Entwistle agreed to talk with the lengthsman about the ongoing maintenance of the planters in terms of both cost and capacity.
BINS AROUND THE ASDA/STARBUCKS SITE
The Starbucks/Asda site lies within Lea and Cottam Parish with the adjacent roundabout being in Newton with Clifton Parish.  Both Parish Councils have been contacted and neither were supportive of proposals to place litter bins on the footpaths within their parishes.

20 UPDATE ON ISSUES FOR INFORMATION

  CIL Payment for last half year Oct 23-March 24 will be £41,781.19, paid at the end of April.  Please note this figure was revised upwards by nearly £700 after the meeting.
21 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Members are requested to note that the next meeting is the Annual Meeting scheduled to take place on Monday 20th May 2024 at 6:30 in the Parish Rooms. 
END
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